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From Addis Ababa

to Rome; a route of
change

The 2025 Annual Meeting of ALN and of BAM,
ALN's new sister network, took place last
November in Addis Ababa.

We chose Addis Ababa because 2025 was, once

again, “time for Africa” (as it is every two years
as location of our meetings). But also because
Addis Ababa is widely considered one of Africa’s
capitals: home to the African Union headquar-
ters and a symbol of continental cooperation.
It is also a place deeply connected to humani-
ty’s origins, where some of the earliest hominins
walked upright and never forgot how. That's why
our leisure day paid tribute to Lucy, with a visit to
the National Museum.

There was plenty of news from the ALN and BAM
meeting. Let's start with the name BAM.

BAM (By All Means) is the evolution of ALNA.
ALNA was created as the Airfreight Logistics
Network for Africa, but over five years of growth
it was often perceived in the logistics world as a
“second choice” when ALN membership was not
available. We want more for our ALNA members.
We want BAM! A network that can expand into
regions where ALN, still too often seen only as an
“African” network, may face misconceptions or
bias. ALN is already a worldwide network with
members on every continent, yet it hasn't always
been easy to strengthen coverage in countries
less accustomed to trading with Africa. BAM will
help bridge that gap.

The two networks will maintain a strong partner-
ship. In the future, ALN will support BAM in coun-
tries not yet covered and, but, it will also work vice
versa.

A second major update: digitalization. We
promised it, and we keep our promises. The ALN
app is now available on both iOS and Android.
The BAM app will follow by the end of January.
Members will have the database, news, and
contacts always at hand. More improvements will
roll out over the coming months to keep raising
the bar on competitiveness and user experience.
Last but certainly not least, we announced the
venue for the next ALN and BAM Annual Meeting:
Rome, Italy.

Rome, long defined as an “Open City” and the
home of La Dolce Vita. And with The Great
Beauty, Paolo Sorrentino’s celebrated portrait
of the city, we're confident it will provide a truly
unique backdrop for our gathering. And you know
us: we'll deliver the most valuable pro-business
meeting you've ever attended, while also offering
the charm and culture Rome is famous for, espe-
cially on the leisure day we're designing.

Stay tuned.
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In the storm of tariffs, China is
making its way in Africa

Chinese exports to Africa reached
record levels in 2025, partly as a conse-
guence of the tariffs imposed by the
United States under President Donald
Trump's policies, which pushed Beijing
to restructure its global trade strategy.
This year, China abolished import taxes
on goods from 53 African countries,
just as U.S. tariffs were disrupting the
framework of the Africa Growth and
Opportunity Act (AGOA), which 25
years ago established a free-trade and
trade-facilitation system that is only
formally still in force until the end of
September. Beijing has also recently
authorized the import of agricul-
tural products from Ethiopia, Congo,
Gambia, and Malawi.

The economic news outlet Business
Insider Africa outlined the situation,
highlighting how the continent is
becoming one of the most impor-
tant markets for the Asian giant—and
how Trump may have contributed
to this outcome. While orders from
the United States have decreased,
Chinese exports to Africa have risen by
25 percent year-on-year, reaching 122
billion dollars in early 2025.

Back in 2023, trade between China
and Africa hit 282 billion dollars,
confirming Beijing’s dominance as
the continent’s main trading partner
over the past 15 years. The figures have
sparked enthusiasm in the East, and

the Xinhua news agency dedicated

an extensive report to the “revival of
African trade” following the shock of
the “tariff storm.”

“The Chinese and African economies
are highly complementary,- Chinese
journalists wrote- Africa’s mineral and
agricultural resources meet China's
demand for raw materials, while
Chinese manufactured goods and
infrastructure technologies support
Africa’s autonomous development.
Even in the face of additional tariffs
imposed by the United States, Chinese
imports from Africa have continued to
grow, providing essential support for
African exports.”

In fact, the picture remains highly
unbalanced: China continues to run a
significant trade surplus with Africa,
as it exports far more goods than

it imports. This year has also seen

growing demand for equipment and

supplies needed to complete the many
projects Chinese companies have won
across the continent, from industrial
parks to railways. Nigeria, South Africa,
and Egypt are the biggest African
buyers of Chinese products.
Construction machinery has been
among the fastest-growing exports
in the first seven months, rising by
63%. Shipments of passenger vehicles
have more than doubled compared to
2024, and some steel products have
recorded double-digit growth.

The Belt and Road Initiative—Presi-
dent Xi Jinping's massive global infra-
structure development plan launched
in 2013—has also fueled the boom,

further accelerated by the trade war.

Translated from the original article by
Grazia Fortuna, published in Africa &
Affari, November 2025

Egypt-South Korea pact targets
customs digitisation and logistics flow

1he two sides will work on modernising Egypts customs systems to
reduce clearance times and improve service delivery

Egypt has signed a cooperation agre-
ement with South Korea to moder-
nise its customs systems and improve
logistics linked to trade and e-com-

merce. The memorandum of under-

standing between the Egyptian
Customs Authority and the Korea
Customs Service focuses on accelera-
ting customs clearance through digi-

talisation and smarter procedures.

Under the agreement, South Korean
technological expertise will be used to
develop advanced customs systems
and more efficient logistics services.

The initiative aims to speed up cargo
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processing and strengthen coordi-
nation between customs authorities,
logistics providers and digital trade
platforms.

The partnership also includes capaci-
ty-building measures, such as training
customs staff and upgrading logistics
for express mail and parcel shipments.
These improvements are expected to
support cross-border e-commerce
and last-mile delivery by simplifying
inspection and release processes.

The agreement forms part of Egypt's
transformation

broader digital

Meeting ALN & BAM

strategy and aligns with ongoing
customs reforms supported by the
International Monetary Fund. These
reforms seek to reduce bureaucratic
facilitate trade and attract
Egypt's
ambition to position itself as a manu-

delays,
investment, supporting
facturing and export hub serving

Africa, Europe and Asia.

Adapted from the original article
published in Logistics Update Africa

magazine, December 2025
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Awards Night 2025, Addis Ababa Nov 09th-12th

WORLDWIDE TOP AGENT
2025

First: SYNERGY CANADA (Ca-
nada)

Second au pair:

ALTUN LOGISTICS INC CO
(Turkiye) and CVL INTERNA-
TIONAL (Senegal, Guinea -
Bissau)

AFRICA TOP AGENT 2025
First: INTEGRAL LOGISTIX
SARL (Senegal)

Second: DISPATCH GLOBAL
LOGISTICS (Egypt)

Meeting ALN & BAM

EUROPE TOP AGENT 2025
First: TECNOFREIGHT SRL
(Italy)

Second: SPEEDWAY FREIGHT
SERVICES SP.Z O.O. (Poland)

MIDDLE EAST TOP AGENT

2025

First: SEAMARK SHIPPING
LLC (UAE)

Second au pair: TARGET
LOGISTIC SERVICES (Jordan)
and GTZ SHIPPING LLC (UAE)

AMERICAS TOP AGENT 2025
First: DMF LOGISTICS DO
BRASIL (Brazil)

Second: RULE LOGISTICS
LLC (USA)

ASIA & OCEANIA TOP
AGENT 2025

First: AOF CARGO LOGISTICS
CO LTD (Taiwan)

Second au pair: SUNCOLOR
SHIPPING CO LTD (Japan);
GLOBAL CARGO FAR EAST
LIMITED (Hong Kong)

and BLUELINE FREIGHT
FORWARDERS (India)

Our Contribution to 30 Years of Solidarity

by Fabio Fimiani

Three-quarters of an hour from the
ALN and BAM meeting. Holistic
(HOH)

has been helping children, as well

Opportunity for Humanity
as adults and the elderly, grow up in
serenity and find—or regain—their
independence for over thirty years.

Visiting the headquarters of the chari-

table organization we had chosen

for our donation was a real disco-
very. We found a place that is highly
integrated and well-known in the
Woreda 2 neighborhood, Nifas Silk
Lafto district, in the southwest area of
Addis Ababa, where we were warmly
welcomed by the founder, Hanna
Teshome.

Educating children and young people
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is the main activity, but not the only
one. We were able to see and hear
fromm Hanna and some of her colla-
borators about the numerous oppor-
tunities available at the center and
learn how the relationship with
the surrounding neighborhood is
mutual.

Orphaned children are integrated
into micro-communities  within
apartments, where they stay until
other family members are able to
take care of them. The center is a
multifunctional space with plenty of
outdoor play areas according to age,
a soccer field, and numerous training
spaces. These include after-school
programs divided by age, as well as
adult education. The children attend
local schools in the area. In addition
to study spaces, there is a library, a

music room equipped with instru-

ments, and a computer lab.
Foradults,thereisasewingworkshop,
mainly for women, to help them gain
independence, as well as a bakery
and a kitchen. Attention to nutrition
is a fundamental aspect for everyone
attending the HOH center.

There is also a medical and nursing
clinic, open to neighborhood resi-
dents, to which we donated some
technological aids (diabetes
monitors) as well as consumable
materials.

Our donation amounted to USD
5,234, which “will cover the costs of
a couple of weeks at HOH,” Hanna
Teshome explained to us. “Depen-
ding on the period, the monthly need
ranges between 10,000 and 12,000
dollars.”

During the visit, we were also able to

see photos of many of the hundreds

Members News

FREIGHT AGENCY UK AND
SEA & SHORE SERVICES:
FROM CONNECTION TO
COLLABORATION

Freight Agency UK and Sea &
Shore Services, both members of
Africa Logistics Network, repre-
senting the United Kingdom
and the Netherlands respecti-
vely, have recently collaborated
to successfully handle a major
solar shipment from Chinato the
UK.

The operation involved the tran-
sportation of 112 x 40" High Cube
containers of solar panels.
Despite ongoing space
constraints, the cargo was
efficiently loaded across four
separate vessels, with on-time
delivery scheduled between late
January and early February 2026.
This successful collaboration,
first discussed during the ALN

Conference in Addis Ababa

in  November 2025, once again
demonstrates how close coopera-
tion between trusted ALN partners
can consistently deliver strong and
reliable results.

HEMISPHERE FREIGHT
SERVICES - TWIN CATAMARAN
LOADINGS SUCCESSFULLY

COMPLETED IN SOUTHAMPTON

Hemisphere  Freight Services

successfully  coordinated  the
loading of two passenger catama-
rans at the Port of Southampton
under challenging winter weather

conditions.

LOGIMAR DELIVERS MAIJOR
LNG TANK PROJECT TO NORTH
AFRICA

Logimar successfully completed
in October 2025 a complex over-

of children who have grown into
adults since 1984 with the support
of Holistic Opportunity for Huma-

sized logistics project for one of
its key customers, managing the
transportation of heavy equip-
ment from Italy to multiple desti-
nations in North Africa.

The project involved 10 LNG
tanks (21 x 4 x 4.3 meters, 52 tons
each)and15x 40’ Open Top contai-
ners, executed in three separate
lots to different construction sites.

DANTON LOGISTICS SUCCES-
SFULLY COMPLETES BREAK BULK
SHIPMENT FROM CHINA TO UAE
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nity—a mosaic of faces and stories
that Hanna and her collaborators are

rightly very proud of.

Danton International Logistics
successfully handled a Break
Bulk shipment of Water Treat-
ment Plant equipment from
Shanghai, China to Jebel Alij,
UAE.

The shipment consisted of 11
packages, with a total weight
of 69,238 kg and a volume
of 364.041 CBM, with ETD on
December 5, 2025.

ROSEN LOGISTICS LAST
SHIPMENT

Rosen Logistics successfully

completed the Iloading of
Excavators and accessories
from Tianjin port to Misurata.
Total volume: 44pkgs/527ton/

1525chbm
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